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ABSTRACT 

        The only place in the world where so many different religions have developed and 

thrived since antiquity is India. It has historically been a place of spirituality and faith. 

Temple played a significant role in both the daily lives of kings and ordinary people. The 

residents of Thovalai Taluk practise many religions. The majority of individuals practise 

Hinduism. The centre and foundation of Hinduism are temples. The inscriptions that are 

inscribed on the temples gave the temples and the lives of the ancient monarchs more 

significance. The current research examines the ancient temple inscriptions in Thovalai 

Taluk. 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Religion is a fundamental component of the Indian community as a whole. The 

temples in this country have a massive antiquity that serves as a symbol of Indian devotion 

and spirituality. Four Tamil-speaking taluks, including Vilavancode, Kalkulam, and Thovalai, 

make up the Kanyakumari District. From 11 to 19 BC, the Cholas, Pandyas, Venad, and 

Travancore Kings dominated this region. The cultural and religious traditions of the Thovalai 

taluk are promising. The various inscriptions left by this ruler in the Thovalai taluk reveal 

facts about rulers and everyday life. The majority of the Taluk population practise Hinduism. 

The Bhagavathi Temple at Cape Comoran, Thanumalayaperumal Temple at Suchindram, 

Nagaraja Temple with Jain memories in Nagercoil, St. Xavier's Church at Kottar, and the 

Vaikundapathy at Swamithoppu are all located in the Thovalai Taluk, which has its 

administrative centre in Nagercoil. In this taluk, Vishnu, Siva, Sakthi or Bhagavathi, 

Subramania, and Sastha are the five main deities worshipped. Inscriptions from ancient 

temples in Thovalai Taluk are examined in the current paper. 

The religions used to be more important to Kanyakumari residents. In the 

Kanyakumari district, the three major religions are Hinduism, Christianity, and Islam. The 

majority of individuals identify with Hinduism. In the district of Kanyakumari, the majority 

of Hindu temples are ancient. In the district, Saivism and Vaishnavism are both highly 

prevalent. Through both Saivites' and Vaisnavites' expansions, Hinduism benefited much. 

Saivism and Vaishnavism's ceremonies were of a type that won the Agams' approval. In the 

district of Kanyakumari, Hinduism predominates. 

The most common sect is Saivism. Hindus of the Kanyakumari district worship Siva 

under several names, including Mahadeva, Samba, Eswara, Digambara, and 

Ardhanarishwara. Suchindrum, Bhoothapandi, Parakkai, Vadiveeswaram, Thirumalai, 

Arumanai, Thirparappu, Thikkurichi, and Thiruppanticode are a few of the important Siva 

shrines. The Hindu pantheon's second most revered deity is Vishnu, who is also known as the 

God of Love and Humanity, the Protector of Virtue, and the Punisher of Evil. Hindus also 

devote a lot of time to worshipping him. There are numerous important Vishnu temples, but 

the Puravaseri Vishnu temple is one among them. 
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The Vishnu temple in Koochapidaram is very old and revered for its holiness. The 

main locations for Vishnu devotion are Thiruppathisaram, Krishnancoil, and Thiruvattar. 

There is typically a consecrated image of Parvathi or Durga in the majority of Siva temples 

that is available for worship. In many locations, the goddess Durga is worshipped in various 

forms. She is revered in the Kanyakumari district as Bhagavathi. Her presence in a 

community serves to shield the locals from disease, other natural disasters, and the demonic 

influence. 

1.1 Temples of Thovalai Taluk 

Thovalai is a little village in Tamil Nadu, India's Kanyakumari. India is highly 

recognised for the region's flower output, particularly jasmine. The Thiruvananthapuram 

district's taluk was one of many that was moved from Travancore-Cochin State's 

Thiruvananthapuram district to Madras State's newly established Kanyakumari district after 

the States Reorganisation Act of 1956 was passed (the latter later renamed as Tamil Nadu 

State). 

The Thovalai Taluk has a rich historical background. Because believers worship God 

there, the temples should be considered hallowed spaces. In Tamil Sangam literature, "Ko" is 

used. It refers to God. the collectively referred-to as "il" people. Koil is thus made up of the 

two terms ko+il. As a result, God's residence is known as the Koil. The majority of Hindus 

hold the concept that temples are the homes of gods and goddesses. Since the beginning of 

time, temples have been seen as places of worship. They are regarded as Hinduism's 

foundation. As a result, the chieftains of the ancient king built temples for worship by both 

themselves and their subjects. so that the District of Thovalai Taluk will be prosperous and 

abundant. The Sree Mutharaman Thirukovil, Vadakoor Thovalai, Thovalai Azhagiya Kanni 

Vinayagar Temple, Thevar Nager Arulmigu Madanthburan Thirukovil, Chekergiri 

Subramaniaswamy Thirukovil, Sree Mutharaman Thirukovil, Vadakoor Thovalai, and Sree 

Mutharamman Temple are the outstanding examples of early temples. 

2. AREA OF THE STUDY 

The study area is near the temples in the Kanyakumari District, Regarding Thovalai 

Taluk Hindu temples there are Krishnasami Koil at Thovalai, Meenakshi Sunderaswar Koil at 

Aralvaimozhy, Jehadeswar Koil at Thalakusi. Boothalingasami Koil at Boothapandi, 

Raheswarar Koil at Theresanamthoppu, Thiruvenkadapper Koil at Azhiyapandipuram, 

Azhahiyanambi Koil at Azhahiyapandipuram, Sivahami Amman Koil at Erachakulam, Sastha 

Koil at Navalkadu, Pancha Nandeeswarar Koil at Esanthimangalam, Kumareswarar Koil at 

Seramadam and Nainar Koil at Kadukkarai studied for art and Thiruppathisaram, Ethivalli 

Vinayaher Koil. 

3. MEDICINAL PLANT MATERIALS 

Over the course of almost a year, field research was conducted. Information about 

significant holy plants from an ethnobotanical perspective was gathered during this time. In 

the meadow, the plants were crushed and organised for classification. Plant families were 

ordered alphabetically by name. The international plant name index recognised the systematic 

names of plant species. The therapeutic applications of these plants were also compiled from 

published works. We checked the literature to see whether there were any records of the 

vegetation used. Cross-checking was done on the medicinal plant knowledge that had been 

passed down from the forefathers. In accordance with the local and regional floras, plant 

specimens were identified. 

The goals of the survey were presented to the local communities during social 

gatherings organised by locals who were familiar with well-known traditional healers during 

the survey of holy plants in the chosen study pockets. Finding people with practical expertise 

using traditional medicinal plants and empirical understanding of plants was given 

extraordinary priority. The poll used a personally conducted methodology. The Vedas, 
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Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads, and Temple Poojaries are just a few Hindu literature that 

mention the religious significance of the Hindu Holy Plants. Additionally, mythologists and 

traditionalists were questioned. 

The Hindu holy book Bhagavad Gita specifies that various flowers are associated with 

particular gods and should only be used on particular days or during particular rites. Some 

flowers and plants are used in special events like weddings and funerals, and people have 

been using them as remedies since at least 1500 B.C. One of the most significant and ancient 

texts that stresses knowledge of herbal medicine is the Rig Veda. Later, Indian herbalists like 

Maharshi Charaka and Sushruta tried to identify various medicinal plant parts for various 

human ailments. The majority of the plants are employed in traditional and therapeutic ways 

that these scientists have adapted from ancient cultures. These plants have been utilised for 

more than a thousand years as textiles and medicines throughout Arabia, Mesopotamia, 

Persia, Egypt, China, India, and large portions of Europe. 

As holy as the temple's presiding deity, sthalavriksha is a plant that devotees have 

revered for all of recorded time. Sthalavriksha, which is Sanskrit for "tree of the location" 

(sthal-place; vriksha-tree). In most temple myths (Sthalapuranas) and temple histories 

(Sthalavaralaru), a prominent deity is said to have been discovered or discovered under the 

tree before the temple was built. Sthalavriksha is a natural tree that was discovered in the 

temple site before the temple was built. According to conventional beliefs, the sthalavriksha 

at temples is guarded by both worshippers and temple officials, and if a tree (sthalavriksha) 

dies from old age, it is typically replaced with a seedling of the same type. As a result, the 

tree has been present continuously in a temple for many years. The original sthalavriksha is 

typically still residing on the temple premises, nevertheless. There are three significant 

components of the temple grounds in Hinduism, particularly in Shaivam: Moorthy (a Deity), 

Sthalam (a Shrine and Sthalavriksha), and a Theertham (Sacred tank or water body). These 

are the three main factors that determine how old a temple is. Even without a guru or teacher, 

worshipping these three things will bring wisdom. The majority of Shaivam (the worship of 

Lord Siva) and Vaishnavam (the worship of Lord Vishnu) are related with Sthalavriksha 

devotion, and Sthalavriksha receives divine power from these deities, who are revered on par 

with the primary deity of the temple. Numerous sacred Tamil hymns from the Middle Ages, 

such as Devaram and Thiviyaprabantham, mention Sthalavrikshas and the gods they are 

affiliated with. Even though Sthalavriksha worship is a long-standing tradition in Tamil 

Nadu, relatively few research on its significance to the local population have been done. On 

the basis of secondary sources only, Sthalavriksha's ethanomedicinal uses in particular were 

mentioned. Thus, the objective of the current study was to collect information using a field 

survey, paying particular attention to: 1. To list every Sthalavriksha species and the gods they 

are affiliated with in the temples of Tamil Nadu's Kanyakumari area. 2. To record how 

worshippers, priests, Nattuvaidiyas on Sthalavriksha, and executive officers of the temples 

under study used ethanol as medicine. 

4. CONCLUSION 

The rich cultural and religious tradition of India is reflected in the temples in Thovalai 

Taluk. The inscriptions that have been inscribed on the old temple walls, rocks, and pillars 

have made this land's temples famous across the world and have drawn tourists from abroad 

to India's holy temples. As a result, the clarity of the inscriptions in the present study vividly 

conveys the significance of the temples in the Thovalai taluk. 
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